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Professor Peter Neumann 

Founding Director, International Centre for the Study of 

Radicalisation and Political Violence, King’s College 

London 

Peter Neumann is Professor of Security Studies at the Department of War Studies, King’s College London, and 

has founded the International Centre for the Study of Radicalisation (ICSR, www.icsr.info) in early 2008. In 

2017 he also served as the OSCE Chairman’s Special Representative on Countering Violent Radicalisation, and 

recently published a report on his findings. 

Neumann’s latest book in English is Radicalized: New Jihadists and the Threat against the West (IB Tauris, 

2016) His most recent book in German is Der Terror ist unter uns: Dschihadismus und Radikalisierung in Europa 

(Ullstein, 2016), a comprehensive introduction to extremist radicalization and recruitment, which discusses new 

trends and developments incl. the internet, ‘lone wolves’, the rise of women, and the merging of terrorist and 

criminal milieus. 

He has written numerous peer-reviewed journal articles dealing with different aspects of terrorism and 

radicalization, and edited Routledge’s recently published four-volume Major Works Collection: Radicalization 

(Routledge, 2015). Professor Neumann has also led research projects and written influential policy reports about 

the crime-terror nexus, online radicalization, foreign fighter networks, terrorist defectors, prison-based de-

radicalization programs, and terrorist recruitment in Europe. ICSR’s ground breaking research on foreign 

fighters – for which he serves as principal investigator – has informed policy-makers and public opinion in 

Europe and North America, and has been cited in numerous publications, such as the New York Times 

Magazine. One of his most recent reports is “Criminal Pasts, Terrorist Futures: European Jihadists and the New 

Crime-Terror Nexus” (ICSR, 2016; with Rajan Basra and Claudia Brunner), which details the merging of 

criminal and jihadist milieus in Europe.  

Professor Neumann is a member of the editorial boards of three leading, peer-reviewed journals – Studies in 

Conflict and Terrorism, the Journal of Strategic Studies and Democracy and Security – and serves as investigator 

for the National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START) at the University 

of Maryland. He currently serves as the OSCE Chairman’s Special Representative for Fighting radicalisation 

and advises the Club de Madrid, the association of former Presidents and Prime Ministers, and was a senior 

consultant for the U.S. Mission to the United Nations during the process of crafting UN Security Council 

Resolution 2178 on “Foreign Terrorist Fighters”.  

Publications 

Report mentioned above: 

Peter Neumann, ‘Countering Violent Extremism and Radicalisation that Lead to Terrorism: Ideas, 

Recommendations, and Good Practices from the OSCE Region’, OSCE 2017 via: http://icsr.info/wp-

content/uploads/2017/09/Countering-Violent-Extremism-and-Radicalisation-that-Lead-to-Terrorism-2.pdf  

Peter Neumann, ‘The Islamic State’s nature and dynamics are certain to change’, The Security Times, 

February 2018 via: http://www.the-security-times.com/the-islamic-states-nature-and-dynamics-are-certain-to-

change/ 

http://icsr.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Countering-Violent-Extremism-and-Radicalisation-that-Lead-to-Terrorism-2.pdf
http://icsr.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Countering-Violent-Extremism-and-Radicalisation-that-Lead-to-Terrorism-2.pdf
http://www.the-security-times.com/the-islamic-states-nature-and-dynamics-are-certain-to-change/
http://www.the-security-times.com/the-islamic-states-nature-and-dynamics-are-certain-to-change/


2 | P a g e  
 

 

 

  

Thomas Renard joined the Egmont Institute in 2009. His research focuses on (counter-)terrorism and 

(counter-)radicalization in Belgium and in Europe. He is consultant for the Belgian public TV/Radio (RTBF), 

and contributes regularly to media worldwide. Previously, Mr Renard worked with the Center on Global 

Counterterrorism Cooperation (as the head of the Brussels office) and with the Jamestown Foundation, a US 

think tank. He started his work on this topic as a data-entry analyst for the Center on Terrorism and 

Intelligence Studies (CETIS) in the US, contributing to the elaboration of the Global Terrorism Database 

(GTD) hosted by the University of Maryland, the largest database worldwide on terrorist incidents. Among 

many publications, he edited Returnees: who are they, why are they (not) coming back and how should we 

deal with them? Assessing policies on returning foreign terrorist fighters in Belgium, Germany and the 

Netherlands (Egmont Paper 101, 2018) and Counterterrorism in Belgium: Key challenges and policy 

options (Egmont Paper 89, 2016). 

He is an Adjunct Professor at the Vesalius College and a PhD student at Ghent University. He graduated from 

the Université Catholique de Louvain and from the George Washington University. In 2012, he became a 

member of the Young Atlanticist Program, convened by the Atlantic Council of the US. He was a founding 

member of the Friday Group until 2017, a group of young Belgians from diverse horizons gathering to reflect 

on strategic and major societal issues, supported by the King Baudouin Foundation, as well as a member of 

the Korea-Europe Next Generation Policy Expert Forum (2015). 

Previously, he worked as a journalist and as an analyst for US think tanks, based in Washington DC. 

www.thomasrenard.eu / @tom_renard 

Recent publications of interest: 

Thomas Renad & Rik Coolsaet, ‘Returnees: Who Are They, Why They (Not) Coming Back and How 

Should we Deal With Them’, Egmont Paper 101, February 2018, via: 

http://www.egmontinstitute.be/content/uploads/2018/02/egmont.papers.101_online_v1-3.pdf?type=pdf 

Rik Coolsaet & Thomas Renard, ‘The Homecoming of Foreign Fighters in the Netherlands, Germany 

and Belgium: Policies and Challenges’, ICCT 11 April 2018, via: https://icct.nl/publication/the-

homecoming-of-foreign-fighters-in-the-netherlands-germany-and-belgium-policies-and-challenges/  

Thomas Renard, ‘Counterterrorism Yearbook 2018 - Western Europe’, ASPI 2017, via: 

http://www.egmontinstitute.be/content/uploads/2018/03/pdf-thomas-final.pdf?type=pdf 

Thomas Renard & Rik Coolsaet, ‘Reassessing Belgium’s ‘Failed’ Counterterrorism Policy’, Lawfare blog, 

22 March 2018, via: https://lawfareblog.com/reassessing-belgiums-failed-counterterrorism-policy 

Thomas Renard, ‘Counterterrorism in Belgium: Key Challenges and Policy options’, Egmont Paper 89, 

October 2016, via: http://www.egmontinstitute.be/content/uploads/2016/10/Egmont-Paper-89_OFFICIAL-

FINAL.pdf?type=pdf 

 

Thomas Renard  

Senior Research Fellow, Europe in the World 

Egmont-Royal Institute for International Relations 

http://www.thomasrenard.eu/
http://www.egmontinstitute.be/content/uploads/2018/02/egmont.papers.101_online_v1-3.pdf?type=pdf
https://icct.nl/publication/the-homecoming-of-foreign-fighters-in-the-netherlands-germany-and-belgium-policies-and-challenges/
https://icct.nl/publication/the-homecoming-of-foreign-fighters-in-the-netherlands-germany-and-belgium-policies-and-challenges/
http://www.egmontinstitute.be/content/uploads/2018/03/pdf-thomas-final.pdf?type=pdf
https://lawfareblog.com/reassessing-belgiums-failed-counterterrorism-policy
http://www.egmontinstitute.be/content/uploads/2016/10/Egmont-Paper-89_OFFICIAL-FINAL.pdf?type=pdf
http://www.egmontinstitute.be/content/uploads/2016/10/Egmont-Paper-89_OFFICIAL-FINAL.pdf?type=pdf
https://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjj6rvh67HaAhUDblAKHW_qDZYQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://twitter.com/tom_renard&psig=AOvVaw3TgJ9YoNXShH18Kw-UedlH&ust=1523523042277098
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When Mourad Benchellali is nineteen years old, he listens to a close to his family, as his allure and his mysterious 

journeys have a halo of adventure. After all why not? Mourad is neither a fanatical Islamist nor a young person 

in distress: he has a job, he just bought a car and got engaged. But on the eve of this summer of 2001, he who 

has never traveled sees an opportunity to interrupt the routine of a life without surprises. By saying yes to this 

travel, he does not know that he has just set foot in hell. 

Guided by friends of his close acquaintance, he lands in an Al-Qaeda training camp, an organization he knows 

nothing about. Tolerant, non-violent, Mourad is the opposite of the universe he discovers and he has only one 

idea: go home and resume a peaceful life. But after September 11, the trap closes. And it's flight, on foot, in the 

snow, through the mountains of the Hindu Kush. Barely a refugee in Pakistan, Mourad is arrested and handed 

over to US authorities. A four-year-old nightmare begins, which will take him to Guantanamo, then to French 

prisons. Today he is free, with a life to rebuild. 

Mourad, thanks to his intelligence and his sensitivity, knew how to transform his ordeal into a surprising school 

of tolerance and life. 

 

 

 

 

Mourad Benchellali 

Action Resilience  
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 Education 

o Graduated in 1990 as social worker at l’Institut Cadijn à Louvain-La-Neuve with great distinction.  

o She obtained her Criminology degree l’Université Catholique de Louvain in 1992 with great 

distinction. 

o She obtained her Sociology degree at l’Université Catholique de Louvain in 1993 with distinction. 

o She obtained also other forms of education: Criminal Mediation (1995), Group Dynamics (2006), 

Technical Meetings and Negotiations (2010), Negotiation with the Unions (2010), various modules 

on the management of radicalisation (2016-2017).  

 

 Professional career 

o 1/2/1993 - 31/6/1994: Administrative Secretary at the "Support Point: Crime, Administrative Police 

and Criminal Justice Administration" within the Ministry of Justice (research team). 

o 1/4/1993 - 31/6/1994:  Part-time criminologist at the "L'Orée" day centre in Brussels. Welcome 

Centre and addictions. 

o 1/6/1994 - 14/6/1995: Criminologist at the communal police of Namur and responsible for the 

"Safety and prevention contract". 

o 15/6/1995 - 15/11/1999: Deputy Counselor, Criminal Policy Department, Ministry of Justice. 

o 1/9/1994 - 15/11/2010: police assistance to victims and criminal procedure. 

 

 Current functions 

o Since 16/11/1999 to date: prison director. First at the prison of Mons, then Namur and finally at Ittre 

since November 15, 2010. Within this period, she has held the following positions: Head of 

establishment since 1/1/2006 and was promoted to the rank of advisor Director on 1/6/2006 and to 

the rank of General Counsel Director on 1/11/2008. 

o Substitute Assessor at the Liège Court for the Enforcement of Sentences. 

o Social mediator for the DGEPI in case of social conflicts in the penitentiary establishments. 

o Expert within the "Regional Management Team". 

 

 Publications 

Ms. Lebrun also published several articles, among which: 

o Morphologie des établissements pénitentiaires in « Crime on line » January 1994. 

o « Apports des outils évaluatifs et prospectifs dans l’élaboration d’une politique criminelle et 

pénitentiaire » in La surpopulation pénitentiaire en Europe – Prison overcrowding in Europe : de la 

détention avant jugement à la libération conditionnelle, Groupe européen de recherche sur la justice 

pénale, Bruylants, 1999. 

o  « La nouvelle directive de politique des poursuites à l’égard des usagers de stupéfiants : révélatrice 

d’enjeux de politique criminelle en Belgique » in La surpopulation pénitentiaire en Europe – Prison 

overcrowding in Europe : de la détention avant jugement à la libération conditionnelle, Groupe 

européen de recherche sur la justice pénale, Bruylants, 2001. 

o « Murmure d’une prison », actes du colloque du 15ème anniversaire de l’association syndicale des 

magistrats. 

o « L’organe de concertation des détenus : un nouvel outil, Analyse d’une expérience en Belgique », 

Limoges, 2010. 

Valérie Lebrun 

Ittre Prison Director 
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Selim Cherkaoui 

CVE Prison Programme Manager, L’Autre Lieu, European 

Foundation for Democracy, Brussels 

Selim Cherkaoui is a CVE (Countering Violent Extremism) expert and Programme Manager at the European 

Foundation for Democracy in Brussels. He counsels individuals incarcerated for violent extremism/terrorism 

offences at the Prison de Marche-en-Famenne, in south east Belgium. He works with prisoners to help build 

resilience and accept responsibility for their actions and prepare them to reintegrate into society once released. 

Selim also designs tailor-made disengagement programmes and has developed pedagogical tools and 

capacity-building initiatives for teachers to address hate speech by raising of awareness of the Holocaust in 

Muslim communities and developing therapeutic tools for rehabilitation of young people who have been 

radicalised. Before his current work, he lived in the Middle East, where he focused on interfaith and 

intercultural dialogue initiatives, mainly on the role of civil society organisations in the prevention of violent 

radicalisation. 
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Youssef Sbai was born in Rabat the 10th of June 1960, he studied Architecture at Genoa University (Italy) and 

then he worked in the marble sector from 1994 to 2015. While he worked, he studied several Islamic Religious 

Studies in Italy, France and England. He has been the president of USMI (Italian Muslim Students Union) in 

1989-1992, and then he participated in the constitution of UCOII (Union of Italian Islamic Communities) in 1992, 

also he was in its first executive; between 2012 and 2015 he became the vice-president. During last three decades 

he participated to many interfaith events in the Vatican, Assisi and many other Italian cities. He is an Italian, 

Arabic and French speaking lecturer, with themes such as immigration, second generation of immigrants, Islam 

in Italy, holy violence and violent radicalism. At the moment he is not part of any Islamic association, and he is 

now preparing a Ph.D. thesis in Social Sciences, at the Padua University (Italy). At the same time he teaches, 

under the University’s approval, lessons “on Islam, violent radicalization inside of prisons” in the Penitentiary 

Police’s schools, The Superior Institute of Penitentiary Studies at Rome (ISSP) and in Italian prisons.  

 

 

Youssef Sbai 

ex Vice-President of the Union of Muslim Communities, Italy 
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Javier Lesaca is the author of the book "Weapons of mass seduction: the audiovisual factory of Islamic State to 

fascinate the millennial generation". He is a PHD Candidate at University of Navarra (Spain) and has been visiting 

researcher at the School of Media and Public Affairs at George Washington University in D.C, where he is 

investigating the digital disruption of ISIS in the context of hybrid warfare. He has collaborated as a 

communication consultant in multilateral organizations such as the Inter-American Development Bank, the World 

Bank, the European Commission or the United Nations. He was Associate Professor in the School of 

Communications of the University of Navarra. He has a degree in Journalism from the University of Navarra and 

a Master in Arab Studies from Georgetown University, where he studied as a Fulbright scholar. For a year he 

studied Arabic at the American University in Cairo, in Egypt. He has worked s as a researcher of the 

Socioeconomic Area of the Casa Árabe in Madrid and has collaborated in various media such as Washington Post, 

Brookings or El Pais.  

 

Publications: 

Brookings Institution TechTank. On social media, ISIS uses modern cultural images to spread anti-  modern 

values 24 de septiembre de 2015.   

Brookings Institution TechTank. Fight against ISIS reveals power of social media 19 de noviembre de  2015. 

Huffingtonpost. “Scientific evidence for defeating ISIS”. Joint article with Mehdi Jomaa,  former president of 

Tunisia. September 2016. 

Club de Madrid “Leaders Telling a Different Story”. http://www.clubmadrid.org/wp-

content/uploads/2017/11/PVE-Outcome-Document-2017-12-1.pdf  

 

Javier Lesaca 

Visiting Scholar, George Washington University, School of 

Media and Public Affairs - 

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/mehdi-jomaa/scientific-evidence-for-d_b_12231198.html
http://www.clubmadrid.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/PVE-Outcome-Document-2017-12-1.pdf
http://www.clubmadrid.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/PVE-Outcome-Document-2017-12-1.pdf
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Professor Hany Farid was born on February 10, 1966 in Mulheim Germany. He studied Applied Mathematics and 

Computer Science at the University of Rochester and completed his Ph.D. in Computer Science from the 

University of Pennsylvania. Hany Farid, director of Dartmouth College's Image Science Laboratory, is one of the 

pioneers of digital forensics, a computer-science subfield that specializes in determining if digital images, audio, 

video, or documents have been manipulated. After obtaining his Ph.D. in computer science from the University 

of Pennsylvania in 1997, Farid held a two-year post-doctoral position in Brain and Cognitive Sciences at the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He then joined the Dartmouth faculty in 1999, where he serves as the 

David T. McLaughlin Distinguished Professor of Computer Science. Professor Farid's research focuses on digital 

forensics, image analysis, and human perception. His primary area of expertise is in developing techniques to 

analyze and authenticate digital content. He has also developed and deployed technology for combatting the global 

distribution of child exploitation and extremism-related material. 

 

Publications 

Hany Farid, ‘Reining in online abuses’, Technology and innovation, vol. 19, 2018. Via: 

http://www.cs.dartmouth.edu/farid/downloads/publications/nai18.pdf  

More about Hany Farid, see: https://www.counterextremism.com/people/hany-farid 

 

 

 

Professor Hany FARID 

Albert Bradley 1915 Third Century Professor of Computer Science, 

Chair of Computer Science, Dartmouth College, and Senior Adviser 

to the Counter Extremism Project (CEP)  

http://www.cs.dartmouth.edu/farid/downloads/publications/nai18.pdf
https://www.counterextremism.com/people/hany-farid
http://www.cs.dartmouth.edu/farid/
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Bart Somers (born 1964) was, among other roles, chairman of the Flemish Liberal Party and Prime Minister 

of Flanders. Today he is a member of the Flemish Parliament and Mayor of Mechelen. In 2016 he was 

awarded the World Mayor Prize. He is also author of the European Committee of the Regions report on 

Combating Radicalisation and Violent Extremism – Prevention mechanisms at local and regional level. He 

also wrote the books “Mechelen: Building Blocks for a Better City” and “Living Together. A hopefull 

strategy against ISIS.” (2016). His book ‘living together’ has been translated in January 2018 into German 

and was on the 21st place of best-selling books there. 

Bart Somers 

Mayor of Mechelen 
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Pascale Falek Alhadeff obtained a Master in Contemporary History (Université Libre de Bruxelles, 2003), 

a Master degree in Jewish Studies (Oxford University, 2004), a Master degree in European Studies (College 

of Europe, Natolin – Warsaw, 2005), and a PhD in History and Civilization from the European University 

Institute (Florence, 2011). Her thesis is entitled: A Precarious Life. East European Female Jewish Students 

in Interwar Belgium. She published a dozen scientific articles in various international journals and 

participated to several conferences and workshops. She worked at the Belgian State Archives for three 

years as research project manager and co-edited with Gertjan Desmet, under the direction of Pierre-Alain 

Tallier, Sources pour l’histoire des populations juives et du judaïsme en Belgique, 19e-20e siècles in 2017. 

P. Falek Alhadeff works as Curator at the Jewish Museum of Belgium since 2014. She is in charge of 

organizing exhibitions, such as “Les Mondes de Gotlib”, “Henri Cartier-Bresson, Photographer”, “Jews 

and Muslims, Shared Cultures”, “Brussels, Safe Haven?” She initiates intercultural projects and initiatives, 

organizes a cycle of conferences and various cultural activities.  

 

Pascale Falek Alhadeff  

curator of the Jewish Museum of Belgium 
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Fabien Carrié 

Institute of Social Science of Politics, University Paris 

Nanterre 

Fabien Carrié is doctor in political science from the University of Paris Nanterre. His fields of interests are 

mainly the analysis of social movements and the social history of political ideas. In 2015 he completed a PhD 

dissertation on the animal rights movement and its ideological nebula. In 2017 he has been a postdoctoral fellow 

at the Institut des sciences sociales du politique and conducted with Laurent Bonelli a research on the 

radicalisation of youths in contemporary France, which resulted in the publication of a report named "Radicalité 

engagée, radicalités révoltées. Enquête sur les jeunes suivis par la protection judiciaire de la jeunesse".    

 


